Idea project. Plan of some lessons about landscape and nature (trees).

General aims: teaching English through visual material;

Intermediate objectives: getting to describe a familiar rural/hilly landscape  of our province with some accuracy.

Specific objectives: identifying and learning the names of the most common trees and fruit plants in our territory; (identifying and learning the names of the main natural or man-made features in a landscape??) describing the position in space of the main elements in a picture; expressing opinions, feelings, emotions about a landscape.

Target group: intermediate.

Preparation: Ss learn to recognize and learn the names of common trees and fruit plants. The teacher provides pictures, possibly coloured, or slides,if available, of them; ss could help by bringing to class their own photobooks,guidebooks  of the surrounding hills or countryside. A list of about  thirty trees and plants is selected to avoid overloading of vocabulary.

List of trees and fruit plants (Italian/English). 

Platano/plane-tree Castagno/Chestnut Cipresso/Cypress Faggio/Beech Abete/fir-tree; Pino/pine(-tree); Frassino/ash(-tree);Noce/walnut(-tree); Pioppo/poplar; Quercia/Oak;

 Gelso/mulberry(-tree); Robinia/locast or false acacia;Rovere/durmast;Salice/weeping willow;Vimini:Osier or basket-willow. (Some could be eliminated)

_

Fruit plants: Mandorlo/almond-tree;ciliegio:cherry-tree;Fico/fig-tree; Olivo/olive-tree;Pero/pear-tree;;Pesco/peach-tree; Vite/vine or grapevine;Albicocco/apricot-tree;

 Prugno/plum-tree;Melo/apple-tree;Nocciolo/nut-tree.

 Activities suggested: the teacher shows each plant picture by means of a overhead projector and sees that all ss identify it in Italian; then he/she gives its English name and practises pronunciation; Ss take notes in their notebooks.

The T. shows the pictures again and asks ss in turn to identify the plant and name it in English with acceptable pronunciation.  (It can be done communicatively: T.: Do you recognise this plant, Paolo/Mr/Mrs….? What’s its name/what is it called? Is it a fruit plant?  Are there any of these trees/plants near your house?  Do you like it/its fruit? Have you got one in your garden?, etc.).

The T. gives ss photocopied numbered pictures of each plant; Ss pass the pictures over to each other and try to identify the tree/plant in pairs and write its name down along with the number. Then the T.collects the material and checks with the whole class at the end of the activity  (Ex. N.1 (showing the picture again): Which plant is it? Can you tell me its name, (Maria)?  M. (I think) it is a/an… T. Yes, that’s right/No, I’m sorry, you’re wrong. It isn’t a..  . Can you try, (Franco) ?etc.).

Assigned task as individual work: Ss have to learn by heart the names of the trees/plants they didn’t know prior to this lesson and check their pronunciation personally in a dictionary and revise it. Additional exercises: Ss practice in spelling aloud names of trees/plants; besides they could look for vocabulary related to trees and plants: ex. Trunk, branch, bark, leaf,etc.

They are also told to bring to class a landscape picture they like, portraying the sorrounding countryside or hills, possibly featuring some kind of trees/plants.

Lesson 2.
Material: Ss’s own landscape pictures, an English/Italian dictionary for each pair of Ss, blackboard, photocopies.

Ss sit in pairs and write each a few lines about their picture :

Ex:  This picture shows….(a typical landscape of the Euganean Hills)

       There is a……./there are some…… . The place is called……or:it’s situated in the territory of  a village called….. .

       I chose it because……..

Ss work autonomously with the help of their dictionary. The T. goes round the class and helps if necessary.

2.

Reading/speaking: Ss read each other their sentences without showing their picture to the partner;then the T. asks a few ss to report orally to the class  (Ex.: Mario, can you tell us something about Maria’s picture? What did she say?  M.: Maria’s picture shows…etc….She likes it because etc)  grammar: reported speech; use of 3rd person singular.

Further speaking: pair work. Ss are guided towards a more detailed description of their pictures through a prompted interview. The T.gives photocopies with the prompts for the questions in scrambled order and asks Ss to formulate full questions in pairs:

Grammar:revision of  question forms. The T. checks with the whole class 

        (list of already formed questions)

· What season of the year is it?

· What time of the day do you think it is?

· What can you see in the foreground?

· What can you see in the background?

· What attracts the eye most?

· Where is it? 

· Can you see any trees/plants/animals? 

· What are they/What is it? Do you know?

· Are there any flowers? What colour are they?

· What is/what are the dominant colours?

· How would you describe the picture atmosphere?  

· (suggested adjectives):

·  peaceful,quiet,romantic,relaxing,joyful,cheerful,lovely,fantastic,idyllic,warm, poetic,fascinating/charming,beautiful,intimate. (Only positive adjectives are given because supposedly they chose the picture for its positive features).

The T. goes round the class and helps Ss who need guidance.

3.Making comparisons/expressing feelings and emotions.

Ss are asked to exchange their pictures and compare them.

Grammar: revision of comparative forms (all).Poss. pronouns mine yours.

Functions:expressing opinions,agree,disagree.

The pattern for the pair work is given on the same photocopy as above.

Ss are told to look at their partner’s picture for a minute in silence,then they have to write down two adjectives they associate with it (from the list above).

Pair work: Ss discuss their opinions with their partner using these phrases:

S. A: --In my opinion your picture is…..(very,quite,really) +adjective or:

         -I think this landscape is ……..            “   “         “”         “”         “”

         -According to me it’s more/not so /as (lovely/beautiful/fascinating) than/as mine.

S.B:  Agrees or disagrees according to this pattern:

              Yes,I agree. /   No,I’m sorry,I don’t agree.  I think your picture is……(the same as above). In my opinion my picture is more/not so/as ……….than/as yours.

PARAGRAPH WRITING: DESCRIPTION OF A PICTURE AND POSITION IN SPACE OF ITS MAIN COMPOSING ELEMENTS.

Ss take their pictures back and are told to write a list of the main elements and outstanding physical features in the landscape . They do this with the help of their dictionary; the T. helps and supervises.(EX.: a big olive tree,some bushes,some poppies,a meadow,an old farmhouse,a row of hills,etc). They could do it in Italian and then translate it into English.
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