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Albrecht Dürer 







         (1471 - 1528)

German painter, engraver, draughtsman and art theoretician. Born in Nuremberg in 1471. Initial training as a goldsmith with his father. Then, 1486-89, a pupil of the painter Michael Wolgemut. Between 1490 and 1494 in Colmar, Basle, Strasbourg and elsewhere. In 1494-95 he travelled to Italy for the first time, returning there in 1505-07. He was able to translate the new impulses gained there into a convincing formal language of his own. This confrontation with Italian art proved to be of far-reaching importance for German painting and graphic art. Dürer's friendship with the Nuremberg humanist Willibald Pirckheimer acquainted him with the ideas being discussed in humanist circles. Between 1512 and 1518 he received numerous commissions from Emperor Maximilian I. In 1520-21 he travelled to the Netherlands. He died in 1528 in Nuremberg.

Raphael (1483 - 1520)

In Raphael's work the art of the Roman High Renaissance attained full maturity. Born in 1483 in Urbino, he was initially a pupil of his father Giovanni Santi, (died 1494), and at the latest by 1499 an assistant to Perugino in Perugia, where he also came into contact with Pintoricchio, who was working there then. From 1504/05 until 1508 he was in Florence, where he studied the workshop of Fra Bartolommeo, Leonardo and Michelangelo. During this period he painted in particular a number of small-scale depictions of the Madonna, as well as portraits. Towards the end of 1508 he was called to Rome by Pope Julius II to decorate apartments (the Stanze) in the Vatican. Of the other major works from his Roman period mention should be made of the fresco of Galatea in the Villa Farnesina, completed in 1514, the cartoons executed 1515/16 for the tapestries in the Sistine Chapel, and the depiction of St. Cecilia painted c.1515 for the church of S. Giovanni in Monte in Bologna, (now in the Academy there). The decorations for the Vatican Loggias painted between 1517 and 1519 were designed by Raphael and executed by his workshop. After his arrival in Rome he was also entrusted with a number of significant architectural projects; indeed from 1515 he was principal architect to the Fabbrica di San Pietro, (i.e. to those engaged on the building of St. Peter's). From 1519 he worked on the Transfiguration for S. Pietro in Montorio, (now in the Vatican); but this workshop was unfinished when he died in Rome in 1520. He was buried in the Pantheon.
Leonardo da Vinci








 (1452 - 1519)

Florentine painter, architect, sculptor and engineer, born in 1452 in the Villa Anchiana near Vinci above Empoli. As a painter, Leonardo was a pupil of Andrea del Verrocchio in Florence, where he lived from his youth until about 1482. Afterwards he went to the court of Ludovico il Moro in Milan, where he remained until 1498. There he was engaged, amongst other things, on the preparatory workshop for the unfinished equestrian statue of Francesco Sforza and on the Last Supper in the refectory of S. Maria delle Grazie. The ravages of war drove him from Milan, and unti l1506 he was again to be found in Florence, where he worked from 1503 on the cartoon for the mural of the Battle of Anghiari in the Palazzo Vecchio. Between 1506 and 1513 he returned to Milan and subsequently went to Rome, where he remained for most of the ensuing three years. After 1517, having accepted an invitation from the French King François I, he lived a withdrawn life in Cloux near Amboise until his death in 1519.

Peter Paul Rubens                                                                                                          (1577 - 1640)

Flemish painter, born in Siegen, Westphalia, the son of the Antwerp lawyer Jan Rubens. Rubens received a classical education; his artistic training was entrusted to Tobias Verhaecht, Adam van Noort and Otto van Veen; he became a master of the Antwerp Guild of St. Luke in 1598. Between 1600 and 1608 he stayed in Italy, travelling in the service of Vincenzo Gonzaga in Mantuaon on a diplomatic mission to Spain in 1603/04. He became aquainted with the works of Classical antiquity, compositions of the great Renaissance masters and with those of his contemporaries. In 1608 he returned to Antwerp and in 1609 married Isabella Brant. In the same year he was appointed court painter to the governor (Stadholder), Archduke Albrecht, and his wife, the Infanta Isabella. In 1610 he purchased a piece of land on which he built a large house with studios. In the following decade he received a number of major commissions, including the cycle of paintings for the gallery of the Palais du Luxembourg in Paris (1622-25), commissioned by the widowed queen mother of France. In 1626 Isabella Brant died. In 1628 Rubens again visited Spain on a diplomatic mission to the court of Philip IV. In 1629-30 he was at the court of Charles I in England. Rubens married the 16-year-old Hélène Fourment in 1630. Amongst the major works he executed in the course of the following years were cartoons for several series of tapestries, the ceiling frescoes in the Banqueting House, Whitehall, London (1630-34), for Charles I, and his collaboration (1634-35) on the festive decorations for the entry of the Cardinal-Infante Ferdinand into Antwerp (1634-35). In 1635 Rubens acquired ¿Het Steen¿ in Elewijt, Vilvoorde, a country seat that appears in several of his magnificent later landscapes. His last important commission consisted of the designs for paintings for Philip IV's hunting lodge "Torre de la Parada" near Madrid. Rubens died in Antwerp 1640.

Bartolomé Estéban Murillo                                                                                                (1618 - 1682)

Spanish painter, born 1617/18 in Seville. He received his initial training from Juan de Castillo. Between 1648 and 1650 he was in Madrid, where he studied the works of Rubens, Van Dyck and Velázquez; it was under the influence of these artists that his mature style and the late "estilo vaporoso" in Seville developed. In 1660, as the leading master in Seville, he founded an academy of painting, and was elected its first president. Murillo employed a large number of assistants and had many followers. He died in Seville in 1682.

Frans Francken d. J.                                                                                                          (1581 - 1642)

Flämischer Maler. Geboren 1 581 in Antwerpen. Maler von Historien, Allegorien, Genredarstellungen und Bildergalerien. Er war das bekannteste und begabteste Mitglied einer angesehenen Malerfamilie. Schüler seines Vaters Frans Francken l. 1605 Freisprechung zum Meister. 1614/15 Dekan der Lukasgilde. Gestorben 1642 in Antwerpen.
Jan Brueghel d. Ä.                                                                                                             (1568 - 1625)

Flemish landscape and flower painter. Born 1568 in Brussels, second son of the painter Pieter Bruegel the Elder and his wife Mayken Coeck. His presence is documented in Naples in 1590, in Rome (1592-94), and then in Milan. By 1596 he had returned to Antwerp. A year later he entered the Guild of St. Luke there and its Dean in 1601/02. In the summer of 1604 he went to Prague, and around 1613 travelled to Holland, together with Rubens and Van Balen. From 1610 he was court painter to the governor (Stadholder) of the Netherlands, Archduke Albrecht of Austria. He died in 1625 in Antwerp.
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